IX

THE FIRST CONFLICT:
PRINCIPLE VS. EXPEDIENCY

The French monarch's plenipotentiary arrived in Vienna
on September 23. His visiting cards informed Europe that
Louis XVIII had not sent the prince de Benevento to
Vienna but the prince de Talleyrand. The European
aristocracy, which had been saved from the Revolution,
was about to hold court; as a product of the Revolution,
the principality of Benevento would have been considered
a bastard in Vienna. The peace negotiators were all princes
of the Old Regime; in such illustrious company, therefore,
it was important that the representative of France should
not lower the standard.
Prince Talleyrand was at the head of a delegation
which included the comte Alexis de Noailles, the due de
Dalberg, the marquis de la Tour du Pin-Gouvernet, and
Messrs. La Besnardifere, Challaye, Formond, and Perrey.
His niece, the comtesse Edmond de P&igord, accompanied
him; she was to act as the hostess of his establishment in
Vienna during the Congress. The Court of Vienna had
prepared both a magnificent hospitality and an invisible
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